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O N   T H E 
INSIDE
Crisis in Ukraine is ‘replay’ 

of what led to WWII
says Ukrainian priest

Russia’s aggression against 
Ukraine is an extremely dangerous 
situation that should be of concern 
to all Americans, said a prominent 
Ukrainian Catholic priest. Read 
more abouut the crisis, page 3.

96 participate in Rite of 
Election in preparation for 

entering the Church
 at Easter    

 
Thirty -eight catechumens and 58 
candidates participated in the Rite 
of Election March 9 at St. Francis 
Xavier Cathedral in preparation for 
entering into full communion in the 
Catholic Church at Easter.  See 
pages 10-11 for pictures.

Schools and churches 
celebrate Mardi Gras 

 Before the Season of Lent, area 
schools and churches celebrated 
Mardi Gras with parades, special 
events, and balls. Check out pages 
12-13 to see the colorful pictures of 
bead-throwing parades and balls 
held around the diocese.

Fr. GreMinion:
Through the eyes of a parishioner

Fr. GreMinion:
Through the eyes of a parishioner

FR. RICK “GREMINION” GREMILLION 
is characterized in this painting by Gene 
Dupuis, a parishioner at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Church in Tioga. Find out why Fr. 
Rickey  acquired this nickname on pg. 17.
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PoPE FRanCIS lEadS oPEnInG PRayER dURInG MEETInG oF CaRdInalS In Synod hall aT VaTICan. 
Pope Francis leads opening prayer during a meeting of cardinals in the synod hall at the Vatican Feb. 20. The pope 
asked the world’s cardinals and those about to be made cardinals to meet at the Vatican Feb. 20-21 to discuss the 
church’s pastoral approach to the family. (CNS photo/Paul Haring) 

By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service

 
(CNS) -- A coalition of near-

ly 200 Catholic dioceses, agen-
cies and businesses has asked 
a federal court in Oklahoma to 
block enforcement of a Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices mandate that it says would 
force its members to violate their 
religious beliefs.

Under the banner of the re-
cently formed Catholic Benefits 
Association, the entities contend-
ed in a class action lawsuit filed 
March 12 that the mandate’s 
requirement that they provide 
health insurance coverage for 
contraceptive drugs, abortifa-
cients, surgical sterilizations and 
related counseling is contrary to 
the First Amendment’s free ex-

ercise, establishment and free 
speech clauses.

The mandate -- under rules 
issued by HHS -- requires nearly 
all employers to provide such 
coverage for their employees in 
their company health plan. The 
lawsuit said the regulations un-
der the Affordable Care Act are 
discriminatory because some re-
ligious entities and ministries are 
exempt while others are not.

The lawsuit filed in the U.S. 
District Court for the Western 
District of Oklahoma seeks a pre-
liminary injunction to block the 
mandate as it applies to associa-
tion members.

Named as defendants were 
Kathleen Sebelius, HHS secre-
tary; Thomas E. Perez, secretary 
of the Department of Labor; Ja-
cob J. Lew, secretary of the De-

Catholic News Service
 

(CNS) -- For the first time 
since his election nearly a year 
earlier, Pope Francis gathered the 
world's cardinals at Vatican in 
late February. 

The principal reason was to 
add 19 to their number at a cer-
emony called a consistory, held 
Feb. 22 in St. Peter's Basilica in 
Rome. 

But the cardinals also met 
Feb. 20-21 to discuss church 
teaching and practices in regard 
to the family, in preparation for 
two synods of bishops that the 
pope has called to discuss the 
subject, in October and sometime 
in 2015.

Their two days of discus-
sion focused particularly on three 
points: the Christian vision of 
people and family life; essen-
tial pastoral programs to support 
families; and ministry to divorced 
and civilly remarried Catholics.

It may seem ironic that no 
one in the church has done more 
lately to promote talk about sex-
ual and medical ethics than Pope 
Francis himself, as part of his fo-
cus on pastoral care of the family. 

In addition to calling three 
international meetings of church 
leaders on the subject, he has 
authorized distribution of a pre-
synodal questionnaire that has 
stimulated heated debate and dis-
cussion about contraception, co-

habitation and same-sex unions 
among lay Catholics in dioceses 
around the world.

Family life Questionnaire
The responses to the Vatican 

questionnaire about Catholics’ 
family life reflect a great amount 
of suffering around the world.

As of Feb. 19, about 80 per-
cent of the world’s bishops’ con-
ferences and 60 percent of the 

Catholic group files class-action lawsuit to block HHS mandate
partment of the Treasury; and 
each of those departments.

The array of plaintiffs are 
the Catholic Benefit Association 
and its subsidiary, the Catholic 
Insurance Co., both incorporated 
in Oklahoma; the Archdiocese of 
Oklahoma City; Catholic Chari-
ties of the Archdiocese of Okla-
homa City; All Saints Catholic 
School in Norman, Okla.; Arch-
bishop William E. Lori of Balti-
more; the Archdiocese of Balti-
more; Villa St. Francis Catholic 
Care Center, Inc. in the Archdio-
cese of Kansas City, Kan.; and 
Good Will Publishers in Gasto-
nia, N.C.

Archbishop Lori, chairman 
of the association’s board of di-
rectors, said the new organization 
offered Catholic entities the best 
option to legally challenge the 

Pope gathers cardinals to discuss church’s approach to the family

Vatican congregations and coun-
cils had turned in formal respons-
es to a questionnaire distributed 
by the synod office in October.

Cardinal-designate Lorenzo 
Baldisseri, general secretary of 
the synod, said the responses 
show “much suffering, especially 
by those who feel excluded or 
abandoned by the church because 
they find themselves in a state of 
life that does not correspond to 

the church’s doctrine and disci-
pline.”

The volume of responses, 
which also include about 700 sub-
missions from Catholic groups 
and individuals, demonstrates 
great interest in the synod’s plans 
to discuss the family when it 
meets at the Vatican Oct. 5-19, 
said the general secretary.

By urging bishops around 
the world to conduct the broad-

est consultation possible given 
the brief amount of time allotted, 
synod officials “sparked a spon-
taneous reaction that may seem 
surprising, but is actually proof of 
how necessary it is to go out of 
our offices” to where people re-
ally live, he said.

The results compiled by the 
bishops’ conferences, he said, 
show “the urgency of recognizing 
the lived reality of the people and 
of beginning a pastoral dialogue 
with those who have distanced 
themselves from the church for 
various reasons.”

Simply by distributing the 
questionnaire so widely and in-
viting everyone to respond, he 
said, “a process has been opened 
for restoring the trust many have 
lost.”

Pope Francis, he said, 
“shows, day after day, a new hu-
man and Christian approach that 
stimulates people and prepares 
them to listen and to accept what 
is good for them, even if there is 
suffering.”

Yet, these actions are consis-
tent with the pope's stated aims 
and principles. As he added in a 
less-quoted passage of the same 
interview, "when we speak about 
these issues, we have to talk 
about them in a context." The up-
coming synods, like the extraor-
dinary consistory just ended, are 
evidently meant to provide such a 
context for that talk.

mandate.
“The CBA gives a vehicle 

for many dioceses that would not 
find it opportune to bring suit to 
do so in a manner that has a high-
er possibility of success. That’s 
very important. I also think it is 
a further expression of our desire 
to promote and defend religious 
freedom not just in the abstract 
but indeed in a very real issue 
that affects Catholic employ-
ers and Catholic employees,” he 
said.

“We will understand how to 
help Catholic employers to ob-
tain morally sound insurance in 
the most cost effective and least 
disruptive way,” he added.

In a statement released as 
the lawsuit was filed, Archbishop 
Paul S. Coakley of Oklahoma 
City said Catholic entities across 

the country objected to the man-
date.

“We as Catholics, regardless 
of the corporate structure within 
which we work, cannot in good 
conscience provide employees 
with insurance that covers con-
traception, abortifacients and 
sterilization, which undermine 
the dignity of the human person 
and the sanctity of human life and 
also jeopardizes the physical and 
mental health of those who use 
them in untold ways,” the state-
ment said.

“It is my prayer that the 
courts will recognize that the fed-
eral government has no clear and 
compelling public interest that 
justifies our free exercise of re-
ligion by requiring us to pay for 
conscience-violating drugs and 
procedures,” it said.
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RUSSIan FoRCES oCCUPy CRIMEa. Uniformed men, believed to be Russian servicemen, walk in formation near a 
Ukrainian military base in Crimea March 7. A Ukrainian Catholic priest in Ukraine’s Crimea region said church members 
are “alarmed and frightened” by the Russian military occupation and fear their communities could be outlawed again if 
Russian rule becomes permanent. (CNS photo/Vasily Fedosenko, Reuters) 

One-eurO SHeet featureS twO pOpeS tO be CanOnized.
Blesseds John Paul II and John XXIII are seen on a 1-euro sheet Feb. 
18. In addition, an 85-cent stamp  and an 85-cent stamp coin card, which 
features Blessed John Paul II, will be released jointly by the Vatican and 
Poland on March 21. The popes will be canonized April 27. (CNS photo 
courtesy of the Vatican stamp and coin office)

By Joyce Coronel
Catholic News Service
 
PHOENIX (CNS) -- Rus-

sia’s aggression against Ukraine 
is an extremely dangerous situa-
tion that should be of concern to 
all Americans, said a prominent 
Ukrainian Catholic priest.

“We are seeing a replay of 
the lead-up to World War II go-
ing on now,” said Father Andriy 
Chirovsky, pastor of St. Michael 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Tucson and founder of the Metro-
politan Andrey Sheptytsky Insti-
tute of Eastern Christian Studies 
at St. Paul University in Ottawa, 
Ontario. “It’s very similar events 
to what happened before World 
War II, except that in World War 
II, it was Hitler doing it.”

Ukraine, a nation of 46 mil-
lion people with its own lan-
guage, culture and traditions, sits 
just west of Russia and east of 
Poland. To put it in perspective, 
Syria, another hot spot, has a pop-
ulation of 22 million.

Many members of the 
Byzantine Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, like Father Chirovsky, 
are children of World War II refu-
gees who fled Ukraine in the face 
of Soviet repression, when the 
church was outlawed. 

“If you claimed to be Ukrai-
nian Catholic, you faced either 

imprisonment because you were 
a counterrevolutionary ... or they 
would put you into a psychiatric 
hospital because you claimed to 
belong to a church that didn’t ex-
ist,” Father Chirovsky said.

So how did the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church outlast such 
savage persecution? Father Chi-
rovsky, who travels between 
Tucson to care for his parishio-
ners and Ottawa to attend to his 

students, provided background to 
The Catholic Sun, newspaper of 
the Diocese of Phoenix.

When World War II ended, 
the Soviet Union, led by Josef 
Stalin, annexed Ukraine. Ukraini-

an Catholic bishops, priests, nuns 
and many laity were arrested, tor-
tured, imprisoned and martyred. 
Still, the church endured.

“It was the grandmothers in 
many cases who passed on the 
faith,” Father Chirovsky said in 
a phone interview from Tucson. 
Parents would have their children 
secretly baptized but were busy 
working and did not practice the 
faith openly.

“The grandmothers, who 
were powerless in that society, 
felt, ‘What can they do to me? I 
am old and weak.’ So that gave 
them the courage to pass on the 
faith to their grandchildren, and 
that’s how the church survived in 
great measure,” Father Chirovsky 
said.

Ukraine also had under-
ground seminaries. A clandestine 
priest might be in charge of the 
formation of eight seminarians 
who, in order to limit losses if any 
of them were discovered, did not 
know each other. 

Since the Soviets had confis-
cated all church property, includ-
ing books, the priest in charge of 
the seminarians’ formation had 
a notebook that he would allow 
each seminarian to copy. 

Others were sent to study in 
Russian Orthodox seminaries, 
with the understanding that, when 
the time was right, they could 
come out and make their alle-
giance to Rome known. 

After Blessed John Paul 
II met with Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev Dec. 1, 1989, 
Gorbachev proclaimed that the 
Ukrainian Catholics were free to 
register their faith.

“Nobody knew at that point 
how many people would iden-
tify themselves as Ukrainian 
Catholic,” Father Chirovsky said. 
“Not the CIA, not the KGB, not 
the Vatican -- nobody knew. We 
didn’t know ourselves.”

Some thought it would be in 
the tens of thousands. Others pro-
jected the hundreds of thousands. 
Father Chirovsky said 5 million 
people stepped forward. In that 
first year, 1,000 Russian Ortho-
dox priests made known their al-
legiance to the Ukrainian Catho-
lic Church.

Crisis in Ukraine ‘replay’ of what led up to World War II, says Ukrainian priest
russian - ukrainian Crisis

See UKRaInE, pg. 5
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where our fingers dip, where we 
are washed and freed from every 
stain. Where we return every Lent 
and remember. Reclaim. Renew.

It’s there always. A water that 
captures us and captivates us and 
never lets go.

Water strong enough to hold 
us, even when we crash into it like 
that driver on a cold January night 
crashed into the frozen creek be-
hind our house. Yes, even then it 
saves us. Protects us. Bears us up.

It’s always there, even if we 
travel far, take up residence in an-
other state of existence, stop skat-
ing, stop remembering.

It doesn’t forget, but waits for 
us to remember.

In spring, especially during 
Lent, our hearts turn back. We 
think of songs like Come back to 
me with all your heart.

Crane Creek was the ram-
bling stream that ran behind our 
Iowa home when I was a child. It 
was the swelling water that rushed 
mightily in the spring and flood-
ed the basements, except ours – 
thanks to the sump pump the board 
of trustees included in the building 
plan of the new parsonage.

It was the same creek where 
some guy veered off the road one 
night and drove down the em-
bankment and right out on the ice 
but didn’t break through. He just 
opened the door of his car and 
crawled on all fours across the ice 
to safety. Nobody told us how they 
got his car off the ice and back to 
the road.

The creek ran beside the park 
where I slid down a splintery slide 
and tore an eight-inch hole in my 
favorite jeans – back when I was 
still young enough to climb the 
slide but old enough to care about 
favorite jeans.

It’s where my sister, brother 
and I cut grass and made pocket 
change for pool admission at the 
local KOA.

Crane Creek. It’s where my 
brother caught blue gill too small 
to eat, and I became an Iowa girl 
always and forever.

It’s where I took walks when 
I needed space, where I realized 
how much I didn’t want to move 
to my father’s new pastorate. I 
wanted to stay there, by the creek, 
near friends, and marry and have 
babies who grew up to skate and 
slide and fish.

Place matters. It forms us. It 
stays with us. Like the Church, 
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We feel it when the daffodils 
and tulips push through the thaw-
ing soil, when the outdoors beck-
ons, when dormant things awaken.

It’s time to make our way 
back home again and claim our 
heritage. It’s time to remember 
who we are, whose we are, and the 
waters where it all began.

Lent and baptism. Dying and 
rebirth. Ashes and holy water.

It’s time to turn toward home 

and remember the One who first 
loved us, long before we had a 
concept of seasons and places and 
time. Let us return to the baptismal 
font. Dip our fingers. And remem-
ber how to say—save us, savior of 
the world, for by your cross and 
resurrection, you have set us free.

And we just might hear him 
whispering, Long have I waited 
for your coming home to me . . . 
and living deeply our new life.

Jesus whispers to us: ‘Come back to Me with all your heart’

 ONE IN 

THE LORD
Most Rev. Ronald P. Herzog

Bishop of the Diocese of Alexandria

In a few days, March 21 
will mark the first official day 
of Spring.  With all of the cold, 
wet weather we’ve had lately, I 
am anxiously awaiting the arrival 
of Spring and hopefully, some 
warmer, sunnier weather.

By now, I am sure that most 
of you have heard about my re-
cent stroke.  

It was about a month ago 
(Feb. 18) that I was taken to Chris-
tus St. Frances Cabrini Hospital, 
where tests confirmed that I had 
experienced an  ischemic embolic 
stroke.  Fortunately,  my speech 
and mental capacities were unaf-
fected and I am fully conversant.   
After a short stay in ICU, I was 
moved to the Rehabilitation floor 
of the hospital  and began intense 
therapy to regain the use of my 

left arm, hand, leg, and foot.   The 
therapy sessions are thorough and 
exhausting, but I am proud of the 
remarkable progress I have made 
so far.    

I cannot begin to express 
my appreciation for the many 
prayers, cards, flowers, and 
words of encouragement from so 
many of you. It has truly lifted 
my spirits and makes me realize 

how truly blessed I am.
I am in daily contact with my 

staff, who keep me abreast of ev-
erything going on at the office. I 
have, at times, held meetings here 
in the hospital with my staff  and 
diocesan committees. I have full 
confidence in my staff and in the 
clergy who have so graciously 
offered to help fill in for me at 
events and to take care of business 

in my absence. 
For me, Spring is an especial-

ly busy time because of the many 
Confirmations throughout the di-
ocese.  At the end of May or early 
June, we are pleased to be plan-
ning the ordinations of some of 
our seminarians to the diaconate, 
and one ordination to the priest-
hood -- Taylor Reynolds. 

At this time, it is uncertain 
whether or not I will preside over 
the ordinations, -- however,  I 
have asked two of our own priests 
-- Rev. Stephen  Scott Chemino 
and Rev. Bruce Miller, to act on 
my behalf  in conferring the Sac-
rament of Confirmation to the 
students who have been preparing 
for this.

Ann Masden, director of De-
velopment, has informed me that 

the Annual Diocesan Appeal is 
moving along great with contri-
butions coming in at a slightly 
higher rate than last year. Thank 
you for your generosity to the 
ADA, which helps support our 
seminarians and so many of our 
other diocesan ministries.

Please continue to keep me 
in your prayers, as I will continue 
to pray for all of you in our dio-
cese. I also ask that you respect 
my privacy at this time as I need 
this time to continue the intensive 
therapy which is expected to last 
several more weeks.  

May the Lord bless you dur-
ing this Lenten season.

 CATHOLIC 
BY GRACE

Denise Bossert
Freelance -- Denisebossert.com

hosea
(Come back to Me)

Come back to me 
with all your heart
Don’t let fear keep us apart
Trees do bend 
though straight and tall
So must we to others call

Long have I waited for
Your coming home to me
And living deeply our new life

The wilderness will lead you
To the place 
where I will speak
Integrity and justice
With tenderness
You shall know.
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Bishop David L. Ricken of 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, chairman 
of the Committee on Evangeliza-
tion and Catechesis of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB), offers “10 Things to 
Remember for Lent”:    

1. Remember the formula. 
The Church does a good job cap-
turing certain truths with easy-to-
remember lists and formulas: 10 
Commandments, 7 sacraments, 3 
persons in the Trinity. For Lent, 
the Church gives us almost a slo-
gan—Prayer, Fasting and Alms-
giving—as the three things we 
need to work on during the sea-
son.  

2. It’s a time of prayer. 
Lent is essentially an act of prayer 
spread out over 40 days. As we 
pray, we go on a journey, one 
that hopefully brings us closer to 
Christ and leaves us changed by 
the encounter with him.  

3. It’s a time to fast. With 
the fasts of Ash Wednesday and 
Good Friday, meatless Fridays, 
and our personal disciplines in-
terspersed, Lent is the only time 
many Catholics these days actu-
ally fast. And maybe that’s why 
it gets all the attention. “What are 
you giving up for Lent? Hotdogs? 
Beer? Jelly beans?” It’s almost a 
game for some of us, but fasting is 
actually a form of penance, which 
helps us turn away from sin and 
toward Christ.   

4. It’s a time to work on 
discipline. The 40 days of Lent 
are also a good, set time to work 
on personal discipline in general. 
Instead of giving something up, it 

can be doing something positive. 
“I’m going to exercise more. I’m 
going to pray more. I’m going to 
be nicer to my family, friends and 
coworkers.”   

5. It’s about dying to your-
self. The more serious side of 
Lenten discipline is that it’s about 
more than self-control – it’s about 
finding aspects of yourself that 
are less than Christ-like and let-
ting them die. The suffering and 
death of Christ are foremost on 
our minds during Lent, and we 
join in these mysteries by suffer-
ing, dying with Christ and being 
resurrected in a purified form.   

6. Don’t do too much. It’s 
tempting to make Lent some am-
bitious period of personal reinven-
tion, but it’s best to keep it simple 
and focused. There’s a reason the 
Church works on these mysteries 
year after year. We spend our en-

tire lives growing closer to God. 
Don’t try to cram it all in one 
Lent. That’s a recipe for failure.   

7. Lent reminds us of our 
weakness. Of course, even when 
we set simple goals for ourselves 
during Lent, we still have trouble 
keeping them. When we fast, we 
realize we’re all just one meal 
away from hunger. In both cases, 
Lent shows us our weakness. 
This can be painful, but recogniz-
ing how helpless we are makes 
us seek God’s help with renewed 
urgency and sincerity.  

8. Be patient with your-
self. When we’re confronted with 
our own weakness during Lent, 
the temptation is to get angry and 
frustrated. “What a bad person I 
am!” But that’s the wrong lesson. 
God is calling us to be patient and 
to see ourselves as he does, with 
unconditional love.   

9. Reach out in charity. As 
we experience weakness and suf-
fering during Lent, we should be 
renewed in our compassion for 
those who are hungry, suffering or 
otherwise in need. The third part 
of the Lenten formula is almsgiv-
ing. It’s about more than throwing 
a few extra dollars in the collec-
tion plate; it’s about reaching out 
to others and helping them with-
out question as a way of sharing 
the experience of God’s uncondi-

Journey to Foot of the Cross: 10 things to remember about lent
tional love.   

10. Learn to love like 
Christ. Giving of ourselves in 
the midst of our suffering and 
self-denial brings us closer to 
loving like Christ, who suffered 
and poured himself out uncon-
ditionally on the cross for all of 
us. Lent is a journey through the 
desert to the foot of the cross on 
Good Friday, as we seek him out, 
ask his help, join in his suffering, 
and learn to love like him.

LENTEN 
Calendar

• Adult Faith Series (every 
Wednesday during Lent). St. 
Joseph Church in Marksville is 
offering an Adult Faith Series 
this Lent titled “Life in Christ -- 
Union with Christ.  The one-hour 
talks (6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.) will 
be held in the St. Joseph Office 
conference room every Wednes-
day during Lent through April 
16 and will focus on personal 
salvation. Call 318-253-7561 for 
details. 

• Lenten Bible Study.  Fr. Jim 
Ferguson will present a four-
week Bible Study inside St. 
Francis Xavier Cathedral every 
Wednesday from March 12 - 
April 2 from 5:30 p.m. -6:30 p.m.    
Please bring a Catholic Bible 
(New American Bible - NAB)  
Everyone is invited to attend.

• Scripture Study (every Thurs-
day).  Join Father Chad Partain at 
St. Frances Cabrini School every 
Thursday night during Lent (be-
ginning March 6) for Scripture 
Study at 6 p.m. in the school li-
brary. Call 445-4588 for more 
details.

• Lenten Mission Nights -- St. 
Anthony, Bunkie. St. Anthony of 
Padua in Bunkie will host a series 
of Wednesday evening Lenten 
Reflections.   Each Wednesday 
the presentations will be held 
from 6 -7 p.m. in the church. 
• March 26 --Fr. Adam Travis of 
the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception, Natchitoches
• April 2 -- Fr. William Blanda, 
pastor of St. Mary Magdalene 
Church, Abbeville
• April 9 -- Fr. Jason Vidrine of 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Church, 
Ville Platte
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Knights of Columbus Council 9217. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00
 Father Adrian L. Molenschot Burse
Rev. Rickey Gremillion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00
 Deacon L.G. DeLoach Burse
dr. Joseph landreneau. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25.00
 Mrs. Edna Rabalais Burse
deacon and Mrs. rodrick b. broussard. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
 Monsignor Milburn Broussard Burse
Knights of Columbus Council 2078. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
 Monsignor S.J. Dekeuwer Burse
bishop ronald Herzog and Staff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50.00
 General Seminary Burse
    In memory of Mrs. Dolores Basco
dr. Joseph landreneau. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00
 Monsignor Henry Beckers Burse
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Schupbach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100.00
 Monsignor Steve J. Testa Burse

Total this month. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $410.00

Seminarian burses
February donations

Contributions to any of the burses or to establish a new burse 
should be sent to the Chancery Office, P.O Box 7417, 

Alexandria, LA 71306-0417

Msgr. Roland Pierre Bor-
delon, a retired Catholic Relief 
Services director, died of demen-
tia Dec. 18, 2013 at Charlestown 
Retirement Community in Balti-
more. The former Mount Vernon 
resident was 87.

The Rite of Committal will 
be celebrated April 14 during a 
Funeral Mass at 11 a.m. at the 
Church of St. Peter in Bordelon-
ville, La.  The homilist will be Fr. 
Floyd Callais, from the Diocese 
of Lafayette, who was a friend 
and classmate of Msgr. Bordelon.

Born in Bordelonville, La., 
he was the son of Russell and Lil-
lian Dupuis Bordelon. 

He attended St. Joseph Sem-
inary in St. Benedict, La. and 
Notre Dame Seminary in New 
Orleans.

He was ordained a priest on 
June 3, 1950 at St. Francis Xavier 
Cathedral in Alexandria, by the 
Most Rev. Charles P. Greco, bish-
op of Alexandria. He celebrated 
his first Mass on June 5 at Mary-

hill  Seminary. 
He served as an assistant at 

St. Paul the Apostle Church in 
Mansura from 1950-1953; and as 
pastor at St. Alphonsus Church in 
Hessmer from 1953 - 1961.

In 1961, he joined Catholic 
Relief Services and became pro-
gram director for the Republic of 
Congo, where he lived.

“The African nation had just 

gained its independence from 
Belgium, and the country was in 
chaos,” said Mark Melia, a Cath-
olic Relief Services colleague in 
Baltimore. “During five years as 
director, he developed the larg-
est CRS program in sub-Saharan 
Africa by distributing 30 million 
pounds of food, most of it through 
school lunch programs, every 
year.”

He was named a monsignor 
in 1966 by Pope Paul VI.

He later served at the relief 
service’s New York headquarters, 
where he taught priests about the 
social needs of people in the de-
veloping world.

He was then posted as re-
gional director in South America 
and later directed relief work in 
Vietnam.

Colleagues said that in 1985, 
Monsignor Bordelon assumed 
responsibility for his agency’s In-
dia program and worked in New 
Delhi.

“In 1988, Roland was sent on 
a short problem-solving mission 
to Madagascar. That temporary 
duty lasted nearly six years,” Mr. 
Melia said.

In 1993, he moved to Balti-
more and lived for many years on 
Calvert Street in Mount Vernon 
while working at Catholic Relief 
Services’ headquarters. He retired 
in 2009.

He is preceeded in death by 
his parents and his brother, Msgr. 
Marvin Bordelon. Survivors in-
clude a niece and a nephew.

Msgr. roland bordelon

Msgr. roland bordelon dies at age 87

(above) 1960s pHOtO Of MSGr. 
rOLand bOrdeLOn. Michael 
Rose, British Ambassador to the 
Congo and Father Roland Borde-
lon, director of the Congo Program 
of Catholic Relief Services, presents 
keys to a new truck to His Excellency, 
Mr. Leon Mamboleo, Minister of So-
cial Affairs, Republic of the Congo.  
Msgr. Bordelon spent 48 years work-
ing in different capacities with Catho-
lic Relief Services. 

*   *   *  

diocese of alexandria  •  Catholic Schools Office

Principal opening
2014-2015 School Year

St. Mary’s Catholic School, natchitoches, louisiana

St. Mary’s Catholic School seeks an enthusiastic, dedicated and 
qualified principal to minister in leadership for a school community of 
more than 400 students in Grades Pre-K – 12.  The successful candidate 
must be committed to balancing the strong traditions of the 124 year 
history as a parish school with embracing new and creative opportunities 
to lead the faculty, students, and parent community to deeper spiritual, 
academic and social excellence.  Ability to collaborate with pastor, parish 
staff, assistant principal, faculty, and parent body is essential.

applicants must meet the following criteria:
• Practicing Catholic
• Masters Degree, Preference of Degree in Education
• Minimum of 5 years experience in Education
• Preference of Catholic Education
• Credentials meeting Non-Public School
• Certification for State of Louisiana
• Demonstrated Leadership Ability in Education
• Availability on or before July 1, 2014

Interested applicants may call Vanessa Pichon 
at (318) 445-6424, ext. 227 for an application packet.

Catholic Schools Office, P.O. Box 7417, Alexandria, LA 71306

deadline for application Packet: March 28, 2014
The schools of the Diocese of Alexandria admit students of any race, 

color, national and ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs, and activities 
generally accorded or made available to students at its schools.  They do not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin in administration 
of educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and 
athletic and other school administered programs.

(at right) a taSte Of LOuiSiana 
MaRdI GRaS. Deacon Taylor Reyn-
olds treated 30 of his students from 
Thomas More College, where he 
serves as Chaplain, to a taste of Lou-
isiana Mardi Gras.  Deacon Taylor 
cooked jambalaya and seminarian 
Daniel Hart baked a king cake.
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334 Acton Road  •  Marksville, LA
Office Hours: 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Available 24-7

Jason Aymond, Manager
(318) 240-7188

Affiliated with Kilpatrick Life Insurance Co.
since 1932

lEnTEn REGUlaTIonS
  
Ash Wednesday and Good 

Friday are days of fast and absti-
nence.  This means that we do not 
eat meat and we have only one 
full meal.

The other Fridays of the sea-
son of Lent are days of abstinence 
from meat. The obligation to ab-
stain from meat binds Catholics 
14 years of age and older.  The 
obligation to fast, limiting oneself 
to one full meal and two lighter 
meals in the course of the day, 
binds Catholics from the age of 
18 to 59.  Those who are younger 
or older may freely embrace these 
disciplines.  

But Lenten disciplines should 
never endanger your health. It 
is obvious that abstaining from 
meat is meaningless for vegetar-
ians, who must choose some other 
form of abstinence.  It is equally 
obvious that replacing meat with 
a gourmet seafood meal is not in 
keeping with the spirit of Lent.

daIly MaSSES

Daily -- M-F
6:30 a.m. -- OLPS, Alexandria
8 a.m. -- St. Rita, Alexandria
12:05 p.m. -- St. Francis Xavier, 
Alexandria
12:15 a.m. -- St. Frances Cabrini, 
Alexandria

Fridays
5 p.m. -- St. Louis, Glenmora
6 p.m. -- St. Peter, Elmer

STaTIonS oF ThE CRoSS

Thursdays
1:15 p.m. -- OLPS, Alexandria

Fridays
10 a.m. -- St. Alphonsus, Hes-
smer 
2 p.m. -- St. Rita, Alexandria
5 p.m. -- St. Anthony, Bunkie
5:30 p.m. -- St. Rita, Alexandria
5:30 p.m. -- St. Frances Cabrini, 
Alexandria
5:30 p.m. -- St. Francis Xavier 
Cathedral, Alexandria
5:30 p.m. -- St. Louis Glenmora, 
(after 5 p.m. Mass)
5:30 p.m. -- St. Alphonsus, Hes-
smer
6 p.m. -- St. Juliana, Alexandria
6 p.m. -- St. Genevieve, Brouil-
lette
6 p.m. -- OLPS, Alexandria
6:30 p.m. -- St. Peter, Elmer (after 
6 p.m. Mass)

oThER dEVoTIonS

•  Holy Hour of Reparation -- 3 
p.m., St. Frances Cabrini, Al-
exandria.  Every Sunday during 
Lent

•  Rosary -- 1:30 p.m., St. Alphon-
sus, Hessmer, Mondays during 
Lent
•  Adoration -- 6-8 p.m., St. Al-
phonsus, Hessmer, Tuesdays dur-
ing Lent
•  Relic of the True Cross exposed 
-- Good Friday, 12 noon - 3 p.m.

PEnanCE SERVICES

• Thursday, March 27 -- St. Rita 
Church, Alexandria, 6:30 p.m.
•  Wednesday, April 9 -- OLPS, 
Alexandria, 6:30 p.m.
•  Good Friday, April 18 -- St. 
Frances Cabrini, Alexandria, 12 
noon - 2:30 p.m. confessions

FISh FRyS

• KC Council #1134 -- St. Rita 
Church Holy Family Center, 5 -7 
p.m. Every Friday in Lent

•  KC Council #3200 -- St. Fran-
cis Xavier Hall, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.  
every Friday during Lent. $6 a 
plate for catfish, french fries, and 
coleslaw.  Dine-in, take-out, or 
delivery.

For an updated list of Lenten 
events and services, go to www.
diocesealex.org or call your local 
parish.

LENTEN 
Calendar

dOLLHOuSe raffLe raiSeS $3,000 fOr CHiLdren in betHLeHeM. 
Mrs. Gail Gray, a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church in St. Joseph, and her 
granddaughter, Anne Brown, built a two-story dollhouse to raise money and 
awareness for the benefit of Christian orphans in the Holy Land. Each year 
they donate their time and talent to make a beautiful dollhouse in order to raise 
money by buying chances to win. This year, Mrs. Gail pledged the money to 
the Christian Orphanage of Peace in Bethlehem, Palestine run by Polish nuns.  
“Since we have a wonderful Polish priest in our parish, Fr. Peter Kuligowski, 
and the orphanage is run by five Polish Nuns – what could be better way to 
give some gifts and a smile to children for Christmas in Bethlehem,” said Mrs. 
Gray. Through the generosity of the local people in St. Joseph, more than 
$3,000 was raised and sent to Sr. Rafaela, funder of Children House of Peace 
in Bethlehem, Palestine. The winner of dollhouse was Ricky Jones, Chief of 
Police for the Town of St. Joseph. Last year, Research Center for Cancer for 
Children received over $2,000. 
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national office of tekakwitha Conference opens doors at new location
After more than a year of 

searching and planning, the na-
tional office of the St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Conference has fi-
nally opened its doors to its new 
location at 2224 N. Bolton Ave.

Father Rickey Gremilllion, 
director of Special Services for 
the Diocese of Alexandria, which 
includes Native American minis-

try, was invited by the conference 
director, Sister Kateri Mitchell, to 
bless the facility on Feb. 10.

“We are delighted to be in 
our new home, here in Alexan-
dria, Louisiana,” Sister Kateri 
said at the gathering for the bless-
ing. “There are many people 
who  have been been so kind 
and gracious in helping us make 

this move.  Most of all, I want 
to thank Bishop Ronald Herzog, 
for  encouraging us to move here 
and for making us feel most wel-
come.”

The Grand Opening of the 
conference center will be held 
Thursday, March 27 from 11 a.m. 
-3 p.m. The public is invited.

Originally located in Great 
Falls, Montana, the Tekakwitha 
Conference is the voice, pres-
ence, and identity of Indigenous 
Catholics of North America. 

Among its many functions,  
the Conference promotes a devo-
tion to St. Kateri Tekakwitha, pro-
motes and supports strong Kateri 
Circles, publicizes and promotes 
resource material for those enter-
ing and already in ministry with 
Native American Catholics, and 
promotes and encourages incul-
turation in all liturgies and rel-
gious education programs.

One of the largest functions 
of the conference is to host the 
annual Tekakwitha Conference in 
different cities across the United 
States. The 2014 Tekakwitha 
Conference will be held in Fargo, 
ND, and the 2015 Tekakwitha 
Conference will be held in Alex-
andria, La.

The Tekakwitha Conference 
is located at: 

2225 N. Bolton Ave
Alexandria, LA  71303

 For more information, call:
318-483-3908 (local) 

844-483-3900 (toll-free)
Email: tekconf@gmail.com. 
Website: www.tekconf.org 

FB: http://facebook.com/Tekconf

Sister Kateri pictured in March 2014 
issue of Catholic digest

SISTER KaTERI MITChEll, director of the national office of the St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Conference demonstrates a Native American ritual. Father Rickey 
Gremillion blessed the national conference center Feb. 10.

Sister Kateri Mitchell is pictured on page 19 of the March issue 

of Catholic Digest.  In a story about St. Katherine Drexel, and 

the miracles attributed to her sainthood, Sister Kateri is pictured 

with Robert Gutherman and Amy Wall, the two miracle recipi-

ents obtained through the intercession of St. Katharine Drexel.

Ukraine
Continue from pg. 3

Father Chirovsky feels deep-
ly that connection to the persecut-
ed church, having been ordained 
by a priest who spent 18 years in 
a Soviet concentration camp. He 
recalls Cardinal Josyf Slipyj ask-
ing him to turn on the lights one 
day -- he could not bear the dark 
as it reminded him too much of 
his imprisonment in Siberia.

“Even worse than facing out-
right persecution is the demoral-
izing force of consumerism and 
materialism that has crept into 
our hearts in North America and 
Western Europe. I hate to say it, 
but it’s like people have it too 
good and have forgotten what life 
is about,” Father Chirovsky said.

Ukraine is diverse, he said. 
The diversity, he continued, is 
natural for any large country. 
Each region has its own history, 
“but all of the people saw them-
selves as Ukrainians.”
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• Behavior Modification
• Obedience and Therapy       
 Pet Training
• 30-day Money Back Guarantee

• In home, Individual, and   
 Group Sessions Available
• Phone Consultations            
 and Phone Assessments

985.226.6458  •  www.felinecaninecoach.com

• Floor Finishing
• Hardwood Floors

• Ceramic Tile Floors
• Reseal Tile Floors

Daniel Lacombe
Floor Finishing

404 Bordelon Rd., Hessmer, LA 71341

Specializing in installation

Ph: (318) 563-4753   •   Cell (318) 305-0241

CENLA Magnificat, a minis-
try to Catholic women, will host a 
brunch on April 12 at St. Mary’s 
Assumption Church in Cotton-
port, from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

The event starts with a 
brunch, followed by a time for 
prayer, and then a testimony by a 
guest speaker.

 Jan Tate, a native of New 
Orleans and lifelong Catholic will 
be the guest speaker. 

 Jan and Lloyd Tate have 
shared in the preparation of en-
gaged couples for marriage in the 
Church for over 38 years.  Jan 
graduated from Loyola Univer-
sity with a degree in Communica-
tions.  Along with the Family Life 
Office for the Diocese of Baton 
Rouge, Jan and Lloyd published 
their own In Home Marriage 
Preparation manual in 2002.

As a trained spiritual direc-
tor for over 15 years and is on the 
staff of the Archdiocesan Spiritu-
ality Center in addition to being 
a wife, mother and grandmother, 
Jan finds herself called to honor 
the Lord by being part of the 
spiritual journeys of others.  God 
has enabled Jan to serve Him by 
combining her two great passions 
in life: her Catholic faith and her 
Sacramental call to Matrimony.

Jan has been the speaker at 

Magnificat meals throughout the 
southeast and California, at the 
International Magnificat Confer-
ence, and at the Malta chapter.

Tickets are $15 in advance 
and are on sale March 27-April 9. 
No tickets will be sold at the door. 
To purchase a ticket, call:
• Mary Wilson - 318-359-7735
• Joan Gahagan – 318-352-8701
• Sue Dauzat - 318-240-1256 
• Diane Ardoin – 318-419-1547 
Or you may send a check or mon-
ey order no later than April 9 and 
made payable to “CENLA Mag-
nificat” to: Mary Wilson, 4569 
Parhams Road, Jonesville, La. 
71343

Jan Tate

Jan Tate to speak at 
CEnla Magnifcat april 12 diocese of alexandria to host 1st

annual bible Conference april 4-5
Jeff Cavins, an inspir-

ing national and international 
speaker and Bible teacher, 
will be the guest speaker for 
the 1st Annual Bible Confer-
ence April 4-5 at the Divine 
Providence Hall, located at 
401 21st Street in Alexandria. 
The two-day Bible conference 
is sponsored by the Diocese of 
Alexandria’s Office of Reli-
gious Formation and Training 
(ORFT).

Famous for his Bible 
Timeline Seminar, Jeff Cavins 
has traveled the world exten-
sively speaking on biblical 
topics.  Using a unique color-
coded system, the Bible Time-
line presentation is remark-
ably effective in assisting 
Catholics uncover the divine 
truths revealed in Holy Scrip-
ture, giving them an easy and 
engaging way to read and un-
derstand the Bible.

In the Bible Timeline 
Seminar you will learn how 
the key people, places, and 
events in the Bible fit together 
to reveal God’s plan for hu-
manity. You will see how the 
events in the Old Testament 
are fulfilled in the New Testa-

ment. You will also gain a greater 
appreciation for the Scripture 
readings you hear during Mass.

The conference begins Fri-
day, April 4 at 5 p.m. with reg-
istration from 5 -6:30 p.m. The 
Friday evening retreat titled, The 
Way Love Feels -- A Deeper Look 
at the Cross of Christ, will be 
presented by Jeff Cavins.  Friday 
evening also includes Eucharistic 

Adoration and Procession led 
by Fr. Jose Robles Sanchez, 
coordinator of Steubenville 
South.

Saturday’s seminar will 
be held from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
and includes the famous Bi-
ble Timeline presentation by 
Cavins. Paul Hood, youth di-
rector at Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor Church in Alexandria, 
will lead the worship music for 
the weekend.  

The conference will end 
with a Mass celebrated at 4 
p.m. at St. Francis Xavier Ca-
thedral in Alexandria. 

The cost for the two-day 
conference is $45 per person 
and includes lunch and confer-
ence resources. To register, go 
to www.diocesealex.org or call 
318-445-6424, ext. 221. 

Jeff Cavins

diocese of alexandria - annual bible Conference

Brigitte Paul Kelso Insurance, LLC
Brigitte Kelso
Owner/Agent

2918 S. MacArthur Dr.
Alexandria, La. 71301

Phone: 318.448.2226
Fax: 318.448.2280
kelsoins@yahoo.com

2914 N. Bolton Ave.
Alexandria, LA

442-2325

Petrus
FEED & SEED

Seed taters are in!
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ST. RITa, alexandria. Catechumens:  
 

oUR lady oF PRoMPT SUCCoR, alexandria. Catechumens: Chase But-
ler, Briann Ranson, Stephen Kinder, Caleb Brevelle, and Marina Moorehead. 
Candidates: Betty Powell, Sara Sanders, Kristy Lacaze, Melanie Baker, Wil-
liam Bates, Raquel Herrington, and Brett Hokamp.

St. franCeS Cabrini, alexandria. Catechumens:  

 

ST. JaMES, alexandria. 
Candidate: Michael Norwood.

ST. JoSEPh ChURCh, Colfax. Candidates: Trady Geisel and 
Pam Gilchrist.

ST. MaRy, Jena. Candidates: Travis Craig and Kamra Craig ST. PETER MISSIon, Elmer. Candidates: Marcus Hodnett and 
Joel Welch.

MinOr baSiLiCa Of iMMaCu-
laTE ConCEPTIon, natchi-
toches. Candidates: Desiree Alvara-
do and Kasia Cielatka-Omohundro

MaTER doloRoSa, Plaucheville. Catechumens: Jessica Dauzat, Natasha 
Lemoine, and Colton Dupuis.

Rite of Election: Sunday, March 9, 2014
38 Catechumens, 58 Candidates prepare for full Communion 

into the Catholic Church
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ST. FRanCIS XaVIER CaThEdRal, alexandria. Candidates: Casey Cart-
er, Darrell Dunlap, Sarah Fruge, and Lynn Glaze.

St. Martin Of tOurS, belledeau
Catechumen: Deborah Iles

St. auGuStine, isle brevelle. Catechumens:  

MaRy, MoThER oF JESUS, Wood-
worth. Catechumen: Kathryn Muntz

IMMaCUlaTE hEaRT oF MaRy, Tioga. Catechumens:  

SaCREd hEaRT oF JESUS, Pineville. Catechumen:
 

SaCREd hEaRT, Moreauville.  
Emory Rachal

ST. MaRTIn, lecompte. Catechu-
men: Jerriot Ray Robinson

ST. MIChaEl ThE aRChanGEl, leesville. Catechumens: Joe Vincent, 
Jennifer Brown, Robert Lancaster, and Carter Thompson. Candidates: Sarah 
Cole, Jeflyn Winstead, Jennifer Bordelon, and George Ludwig.

ST. FRanCIS & annE, Kolin.  Cat-
echumen Carol Ryder. Candidate: 
Nicole Beck.

St. JOHn tHe baptiSt, deville. 
Catechumens: Janel Pittman. Can-
didates: Laura Webb, Lucas Bryant

holy CRoSS, natchitoches. Cat-
echumens: Michael Rush and Casey 
Jones. Candidates: Drew Chesher 
and Amber Viator.
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(top right)
olPS 6Th GRadERS GET InTo 
ThE SPIRIT oF MaRdI GRaS. The 
6th graders from Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor show off the beads they col-
lected during the annual Pre-K Mardi 
Gras parade held Feb. 27.

(middle left)
SaCred Heart’S (Moreauville) 
KREWE oF RoyalTy. Ms. Barbara 
Lang, kindergarten teacher at Sacred 
Heart Moreauville, and  
carry the sign at the beginning of their 
school parade held Feb. 28.

(middle right)
SaCred Heart (Moreauville) pa-
RadE.   pulls the 
wagon for  

. 

LeGrand baLL de Mardi GraS. Members of the St. Juliana Krewe of St. Peter Claver Council and Court #268 pose before their annual LeGrand Ball--de Mardi Gras. The theme this year was 
Mardi Gras in Africa.  The Ball was held in February at the Alexandria Convention Hall.
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COUGHLIN SAUNDERS PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
April 3-6, 2014 

Thursday, April 3       7 pm 
Friday, April 4             7 pm 
Saturday, April 5        2 pm & 7 pm 
Sunday. April 6          2 pm 
	
  

For information call 318 445-8233 
Presented with special permission of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Library 

 

 HOLY SAVIOR MENARD THEATRE ARTS presents

A TRUE BROADWAY CLASSIC 
                                                                                        DIRECTED BY CHERISE RINO 

Tickets available at the  
Menard Office, Kirby’s Pharmacy 
or online www.ticket-central.org  

Pre-sale $12 At the door $15                     
 

Thursday, april 3 7 pm
Friday, april 4 7 pm
Saturday, april 5 2 pm & 7 pm
Sunday, april 6 2 pm

Tickets available at the
Menard Office, Kirby’s pharmacy
or online www.ticket-central.org

pre-sale $12 at the door $15
for information call 318-445-8233

Presented with special permission of Rodgers and hammerstein’s library

(top right) Mardi GraS at OLpS.  Fr. Dan O’Connor served as the Grand 
Marshall for the OLPS Mardi Gras parade held Feb. 27. 

(top left) LSu-a CatHOLiC Student OrGanizatiOn fLOat.  Members 
of the LSU-A CSO ride on a float in the campus Mardi Gras parade.
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Menard twin sisters are national 
Merit Scholarship finalists

Menard seniors (and twin-
sisters)  

 been named Final-
ists in the National Merit Schol-
arship  program. 

Every year, approximately 
1 percent of the 1.5 million stu-
dents who compete in the schol-
arship program become finalists.  

 are the only 
students from Rapides Parish to 
receive this honor.

As finalists, these academi-
cally talented high school seniors 
have an opportunity to continue 
in the competition for some 8,000 
National Merit Scholarships 
worth about $35 million that will 
be offered this spring. 

To participate in the Nation-
al Merit Scholarship Program, 
a student must take the PSAT/
NMSQT® early in high school 
(no later than their 3rd year) and 
be one of the 50,000 top scorers 
in the preliminary testing.

The top 16,000 of the 50,000 
high scorers are considered 
“semi-finalists” and continue in 
the competition throughout their 

high school career as long as they 
continue to meet the high aca-
demic standards and other requir-
ments set by the program.

Based on the performance 
of the student in these areas (aca-
demics and other requirements) 
15,000 students are selected in 
their senior year as “finalists” and 
continue to advance in the com-
petition.

At that time, an evaluation is 
made of the Finalist’s academic 
record, information about the 
school’s curricula and grading 
system, two sets of test scores, 
the high school official’s written 
recommendation, information 
about the student’s activities and 
leadership, and the Finalist’s own 
essay. 

This May, about half (8,000) 
will receive Merit Scholarships.

 are the 
daughters of Eugene and Nancy 
Lessen of Alexandria.   
plans to attend Texas A & M in 
Austin, Texas and  plans 
to attend either Texas A & M or 
Notre Dame in South Bend, Ind.

STUdEnTS oF ThE yEaR.  A reception honoring the winners of the Diocese of Alexandria Students of the 
Year competition was held Feb. 24 at the St. Joseph Catholic Center. Pictured are (front row) , 
(St. Mary’s Assumption School in Cottonport) winner in the 5th Grade Division; and  (Alexandria 
Country Day School), winner in the 8th Grade Division. Row 2: Paul and Leslie Provence, parents of ; and 
Dr. Edwin and Mrs. Larissa Urbi, parents of  Back row: Nathan LaBorde, principal of St. Mary’s Assump-
tion School; Thomas Roque, superintendent of Catholic Schools; Nancy Rials, principal of Alexandria Country 
Day School; and Rev. Stephen Scott Chemino, vicar general for the Diocese of Alexandria. The winners of the 
district division competed in the regional division March 7 in Baton Rouge. Not pictured is , 
(Holy Savior Menard High School) winner of the 12th Grade Division. 

More than 50 top-notch Bible 
“scholars” in grades 6-8 partici-
pated in the 2nd Annual Catechet-
ical Quiz Bowl held Feb. 22 at 
the St. Joseph Catholic Center in 
Alexandria.

Winner of the overall compe-
tition was Holy Savior Menard’s 
8th grade team made up of 

 The first place team received 
a cash award of $500 and a trophy.

Coming in second place was 
a group of 6th graders from the 
CCD program at St. Anthony of 
Padua in Bunkie --  

 
 The 

second place team received a cash 
award of $200 and a trophy. 

According to Father Chad 
Partain, coordinator of the event, 
this year’s students were “great.”

“The students were prepared 
and well catechized,” said Father 
Partain. “I was very impressed.”

Equally impressive was the 
increased participation over last 
year’s initial event.

Last year there were five 

teams of four students each com-
pared to 11 teams this year.  A 
team is made up of four members 
-- students in grades 6-8 from 
Catholic schools in the diocese 
and from parish CCD programs.

Participating in this year’s 
competition was St. Mary, 
Winnsboro; St. Mary Assumption 
School, Cottonport (2 teams); 

Our Lady of Lourdes, Winnfield; 
St. Anthony of Padua School, 
Bunkie (3 teams); Holy Savior 
Menard Junior High (2 teams); 
Sts. Francis & Anne, Kolin; and 
Our Lady of Lourdes, Fifth Ward.

“While the turnout was 
great, we would love to see more 
and more students -- from every 
church parish and school -- par-

ticipating each year,” he said.
Students were given a list of 

250 questions from the Bible to 
learn. Two teams at a time com-
peted with each other in a “single-
elimination” style of competition. 
With Father Chad as the modera-
tor of the Quiz Bowl, he asked 
the questions and the first team 
member to buzz in with the right 

answer, was awarded points. The 
team with the most points at the 
end, won the competition.  Father 
James Ferguson and John Hines 
served as judges.

The cost to enter the compe-
tition was $10 (per team), which 
included lunch. The event was 
hosted by the Office of Religious 
Formation and Training.

Catechetical Quiz bowl challenges students to learn the bible

CateCHetiCaL Quiz bOwL 2nd pLaCe winnerS. -- 6th grade students 
from the CCD program at St. Anthony of Padua Church in Bunkie placed sec-
ond.  Members of the team were  

.  (Photo by Karen Hemphill)

CateCHetiCaL Quiz bOwL 1st pLaCe winnerS. -- 8th grade students 
from Holy Savior Menard Junior High School won first place in the Quiz Bowl.  
Members of the team were 

  (Photo by Karen Hemphill)

Students of the year
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The results are in.
After only three months of 

using the Super Kids Reading 
Program at St. Frances Cabrini 
School, 80 percent of the students  
in grades K-2 are now reading 
above grade level.

Compare that to the fact that 
42 percent of that same group 
of students (K-2) were reading 
below grade level when initially 
tested in August, 2013; and you’ll 
agree -- Super Kids Reading Pro-
gram works!

Statistics show that students 
who do not read fluently by the 
end of 2nd grade struggle much 
more for the rest of their educa-
tional career and are less likely to 
pursue collegiate studies.

When the initial testing for 
reading aptitude was admin-
istered at the beginning of the 
school year, more than half of the 
students in grades K-2 were new 
to the school, according to Liz 
Hines, program director.

“This tells us that the pro-
gram is successful with all stu-

dents,” she said, “regardless of 
the initial reading level.”

 “I love the Super Kids pro-
gram,” said Mrs. Angelia Ducote, 
kindergarten teacher. “Super Kids 
gets to the heart of reading and 
writing skills. 

“The program teaches the 
children to be thinkers and has a 
variety of lessons from hands on 
activities, to small groups, and 
even student-initiated activities 
where the children can be suc-
cessful in reading and writing at 
just 5 and 6 years old.

“I like the Super Kids pro-
gram because it is comprehen-
sive, structured, and fun for the 
teachers and students,” said Ms. 
Susie Palermo, 2nd grade teacher.  

“The students are challenged 
on a daily basis, and I have seen 
so much progress in just the three 
short months we have been using 
the program, I cannot wait to see 
where my students are in May.” 

“My favorite part of Super 
Kids is learning about the char-
acters,” said 2nd grader  

After only 3 months, 80 percent of K-2 students are now reading above grade level
new reading program proves to be successful at Cabrini School

.  
“We learn how to read with 

them in the stories.  I asked Ms. 
Palermo if I can just stay in sec-
ond grade next year so I can keep 
learning about the Super Kids.” 

St. Frances Cabrini School is 
the first school outside of the Dio-
cese of New Orleans to pilot the 
Super Kids Reading Program and 
Happily Ever After through the 
Rowland Reading Foundation.  

Super Kids is a program 
that was initiated in the Diocese 
of Chicago as an effort to make 
Catholic Schools centers of read-
ing excellence.  

After only 3 months, 40 percent of entire student body is above grade level in math

Supplemental math program is also very successful at Cabrini School

After only semester of in-
tegrating a supplemental math 
program into the curriculum this 
fall, 40 percent of the entire stu-
dent body at St. Frances Cabrini 
School is now above grade level 
in math.

An innovative new math on-
line program called “Assessment 
and Learning in Knowledge Spac-
es” (ALEKS) was implemented 
into the curriculum this fall and 

allows students to work at their 
own pace using iPads.

Since there are not enough 
iPads for every student at St. Fran-
ces Cabrini, a classroom set of 
iPads travels around the school 
throughout the day to accommo-
date all classes. 

ALEKS is used as a supple-
ment to the classroom curriculum, 
and counts as 50 percent of the stu-
dents math time and math grade.  

The students spend at least two 
hours per week on ALEKS.

“The results of the math pro-
gram have been remarkable,” said 
Liz Hines, curriculum coordina-

tor at Cabrini School.  “Currently, 
40 percent of our student body 
is working above grade level in 
mathematics on the ALEKS pro-
gram and we have one student who 
is currently working two grade 
levels above his age.” 

“After teaching mathematics 
for 34 years, I have never seen a 
math program that helps students 
be more independent and work at 
their own pace,” said Mrs. Stickell, 
4th grade teacher.

“The students are able to dis-
cover math in a new way and make 
mistakes.  The ALEKS program 
not only recognizes their mistakes, 
but helps them to fix it, step by 
step,” she said.

Even principal Joe Wiedeholt 
is impressed with the program and 
its results. 

“ALEKS is so user friendly 
and can be accessed by students, 
parents and teachers at school or at 
home, as well as during the school 
year and summer months,” said 
Weiderholt.  

“When I walk into a class-
room during ALEKS time, every 
child is engaged on his/her own 
level.  What kid doesn’t like tech-
nology; It’s fun!” he added.

To supplement both new cur-
riculum programs (Super Kids 
Reading program and ALEKS on-
line math program), St. Frances 
Cabrini School offers free after-
school tutoring two days per week.  

According to Hines, students 
come to the after-school tutoring 
and to complete their homework, 
get help with assignments, study 
for tests and work on ALEKS.  

This program is supported by 
faculty, staff and retired teachers 
from the parish who volunteer.  

Teachers have noticed an in-
crease in homework completion, 
preparation for tests and and in-
crease in grades for those who at-
tend the tutoring program. 

For more information about 
St. Frances Cabrini School and its 
academic programs, call 318-448-
3333.

REadInG IS FUn!   (left picture) and  with her teacher Jenny Jeanise, are part of the 
K-2 group of students at St. Frances Cabrini School who are currently using the Super Kids reading program.  After 
only three months of using the program at Cabrini, 80 percent of the K-2 students are now reading above grade level.

 uses an iPad for math.
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hEaVEn’S ChEFS TEaM #1. Todd and Colleen Armand, and 
Carmel and Emeric Dupuy.

hEaVEn’S ChEFS TEaM #2. Kelly and Scott Armand, Terry 
and Tina Armand, and Irma Andress

hEaVEn’S ChEFS TEaM #3. Monica Sprinkle, Vanda Clark, 
Kathe Joffrion and Nancy Barrere

hEaVEn’S ChEFS TEaM #4. Linda Coco, and Scotty and 
Becky Scott

hEaVEn’S ChEFS TEaM #5. Father Jose Robles Sanchez 
and Sharon, Pappy and Blaine Juneau

hEaVEn’S ChEFS TEaM #6. Dodi Brouillette, Sue Welch, Dale 
and Priscilla Brouillette, and Luke Welch (in back)

Great food and good company was shared by every-
one at the annual Heaven’s Chefs Food Tasting Fair held 
Feb. 8 at St. Mary’s Assumption School in Cottonport.  
Teams of chefs prepared a variety of different cuisines 

St. Mary’s Assumption, Cottonport attracts great food, great chefs
including Greards and Grits, Avoyelles Paella, Bar-B-Q 
Ribs, New Orleans Muffulettas, Vanilla Petit fours with 
Homemade Buttercream Frosting, Baklava, Stuffed Jala-

peno Peppers, Shrimp and White Beans, Homemade Cara-
mel Cake with Roasted Pecans, Deviled Crab Cakes and 
many other spectacular dishes.

heaven’s Chefs Food Tasting Fair
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Louis Lowrey, M.A.
Licensed Professional Counselor

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist

Offices located at 207 Church Street, Natchitoches
(318) 332-8422  •  Pager (318) 252-2945

lowrey@cp-tel.net
Mail: 109 Royal Street, Natchitoches, LA 71457

IHM parishioner Gene Dupuis paints Minion priest to resemble Fr. Rickey
“Good morning, Minions!”

By Jeannie Petrus
Ct editor

Ask any 4-year-old what a 
Minion is, and they can quickly 
tell you about the cute little yel-
low creatures on the popular 3D 
animated film Despicable Me and 
Despicable Me 2, from Universal 
Pictures and Illumination Enter-
tainment.

But 67-year-old Gene Du-
puis, a parishioner at Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Church in 

Tioga didn’t have a clue was a 
Minion was, even after hearing 
Father Rickey Gremillion greet 
his parishioners every day with 
a “Good morning, Minions!” as 
he prepared for the 8 a.m. daily 
Mass.

“What the heck is a “minion” 
and why are you calling us min-
ions?” Dupuis finally had to ask.

“Minions are these cute 
little creatures on Despicable 
Me,” said Father Rickey.  “I’m a 
big fan of the films, and an even 

Talented artist blends love of art with faith and other interests

bigger fan of Minions.  I use the 
word as a term of endearment for 
“my friends.”

Father Rickey gave Dupuis 
a copy of the first movie (Despi-
cable Me) to introduce him to the 
world of Minions.

“I watched the movie with 
my grandkids and absolutely 
loved it (as did the grandkids),” 
he said.  “It’s a very cute movie 
and I can see why Father Rickey 
fell in love with the Minions.  

Even though all Minions 

look very much alike, they each 
have a unique quality about them 
that sets them apart from the oth-
ers.  That’s when Dupuis had the 
idea to make a unique Minion to 
resemble Father Rickey.  After 
Dupuis began the painting, his 
wife Linda suggested that he add 
one of the stained glass windows 
in Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church to add some color.

The result -- a delightful por-
trait of  a Minion priest titled “Fa-
ther Rick GreMinion.” 

By Jeannie Petrus
CT editor

After painting the Minion 
priest resembling Father Rickey 
Gremillion at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Catholic Church in Tio-
ga, Gene Dupuis received a lot of 
praise from fellow parishioners 
about his artistic talent. But actu-
ally, Dupuis has left a life-long 
trail of his many talents around 
the country, mixing his love of 
art, his faith, airplanes, and coun-
try music. 

Dupuis, a lifelong Catholic, 
grew up in New Orleans and then 
spent three years in the US Army, 
serving most of that time in Ger-
many.  During that time, his fam-
ily re-located to Marksville after 
suffering the loss of their home 
from Hurricane Betsy in 1965.  
Once discharged from the Army, 
Gene went home to Marksville, 
and began attending LSU at Al-
exandria where he met his wife, 
Linda, married now for 46 years.

One of his first jobs after he 
married was as a DJ at KALB Ra-
dio. “I hosted “Geno’s Country 
Corner,” first as a one-hour pro-
gram, then a two-hour program, 
and finally the daily program was 

extended to five hours,” he said.  
“For 15 years, I had the greatest 
job in the world -- doing what I 
really LOVED to do.  It gave me 
the opportunity to meet so many 
country legends -- Johnny Cash, 
Hank Williams, Jr., George Jones, 
and Jerry Clower, the Statler 
Brothers, -- and to promote pure 
classic country at a time when 
country music “wasn’t cool” 
to the rest of the country.  But I 
loved it.” 

Soon after, Gene found a 20-
year career within the Gas Dis-
tribution Field, working first for 
Louisiana Intrastate Gas Corpo-
ration, and then retiring from the 
City of Alexandria Gas Depart-
ment.  During these years, Gene 
continued to create and market 
his artwork, particularly aviation 
art.  

This led to numerous friend-
ships with England Air Force 
Base A-10 pilots for whom he 
did many paintings, not only on 
canvas, but on their actual A-10 
Warthog planes. 

“I was fascinated by the A-
10s,” he said.  “They are powerful 
machines, loaded with precision 
and special tactical equipment.”

The original oil painting of 

two of these A-10 pictures  hang 
in the USAF Art Museum in 
Dayton, Ohio.  One of his great-
est honors was when the Wing 
Commander of the 23rd Tactical 

Fighter Wing at England AFB, 
presented him with a plaque mak-
ing him an official “Honorary 
Flying Tiger.”   

 A USAF colonel once asked 
him to paint a picture of the 
A-10’s on a special mission in Af-
ghanistan.  Dupuis penciled in a 
sketch of the drawing on the can-
vas and waited to hear from the 
colonel for further instructions.

One day while in his art stu-
dio, and after no response from 
the colonel, he felt a strong urge 
to change the image on the can-
vas to a portrait of the Blessed 
Mother as the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary.  

“I felt a strong ‘urging’ to 
paint the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary for the church, since there 
were no painted images of Her 
anywhere in IHM Church,” he 
said.  “I presented the painting to 
the church, where it now hangs in 
the entrance foyer” he said.  

 Other works of art by Dupuis 
include two Natchitoches Christ-
mas Posters and three Mansura 
Cochen-de-lait Posters that were 
done jointly with another local 
artist, along with several floor-
to-ceiling murals of Louisiana 
Nature Scenes at the Booker T. 
Fowler Fish Hatchery Welcome 
Center in Woodworth, LA.  These 
were done in the 1990’s and early 
2000’s.

iMMaCuLate Heart Of MarY paintinG bY iHM pariSHiOner Gene 
dUPUIS.  Gene Dupuis and his wife Linda, stand in front of the painting of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary that hangs in the foyer of IHM church.  Gene, who 
painted the beautiful IHM image, is a talented artist who enoys blending his 
love of art with his Catholic faith, his love of airplanes and country music.

like us on 
Facebook

diocese of alexandria
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Confirmation students from 
Our Lady of Prompt Succor 
Church in conjunction with the 
Louisiana Right to Life, will host 
a “Stand for Life” rally on Satu-
day, March 29 from 1 p.m. - 3 
p.m. 

Participants will gather at  
the law offices of Vilar & Elliott, 
3709 Mason Drive (between 
McAllister’s Deli and Julia’s 
Mexican Restuarant), to pray 
and hold signs. At 2 p.m., speak-
ers from “Silent No More” will 
speak. Lily of the Valley will also 
be available to provide informa-
tion for people struggling with 
life decisions. Refreshments will 
be provided at 3 p.m.  

Stand for Life is a peaceful 
and prayerful public witness of 
pro-life individuals standing for 
60 minutes for our nation, for 
an end to abortion, and to bring 
the message that all human life is 

GRandPaREnTS MaSS aT holy 
SaVIoR MEnaRd. Holy Savior Me-
nard students welcomed their grand-
parents to the school’s annual Grand-
parents Mass.  Usually held during 
Catholic School’s Week, this year’s 
Grandparents Mass was postponed 
until March 26 due to weather forc-
ing school closures during this year’s 
Catholic Schools Week.  After Mass, 
a special reception was held for the 
grandparents and their students to 
attend.
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P.O. Box 5624
Alexandria, LA 71307

3306 Giamanco Street

Phone: (318) 473-8751
Fax: (318) 473-4045
EMail: DonaldJBaker@aol.com

Donald J. Baker, ACF/RF/CF
CONSULTING FORESTER

Licensed Urban Tree Consultant

precious and must be protected.  
The public is invited to join 

us on March 29 and to stand in 
honor of the lives that have been 
lost to abortion and to all those 
who have been hurt by it.

OLpS Confirmation students 
to host Stand for life March 29 Take the

         young adult 
                  survey

Go to:
www.diocesealex.org/youngadultministry

Open to those 18-40
Survey closes april 15

be a voice
for your

generation

The annual Crossroads 
Young Adult Conference will be 
held March 28-30 at Maryhill 
Renewal Center for young people 
ages 18-40. 

The Ministry Team includes 
Father Marc Noel, liturgy; Ju-
lianne Stanz, director of New 
Evangelization from the Diocese 
of Green Bay, Wisc., keynote 
speaker; Paul Hood, host; Kelly 
Pease Lombardi, worship leader; 
and Fr. Keith Ishmael, Holly Car-
bo, and Mandi Chapman, con-
ducting workshops.  

The cost is $65 per person 
after March 1. For more informa-
tion, go to www.diocesealex.org/
crossroadsconference, or email 
lnoel@diocesealex.org, or call 
318-445-6424, ext 207.

young adult 
Conference to be 
held March 28-30

JOb OpeninG -- reLiGiOn 
TEaChER. St. Joseph School in 
Plaucheville is seeking a full time or 
part time Religion teacher for grades 
9-12. Applicants must pass a back-
ground check and be willing to be 
Virtus certified. Four-year degree 
required. Training, certification, or 
experience in teaching the Catholic 
faith, Catholic morality and church 
history necessary.  For more infor-
mation, contact Mr. Bryan Runyan, 
principal, or send resume to St. Jo-
seph School, P.O. Box 59, Plauchev-
ille, La. 71362. Email: bryanrunyan@
yahoo.com Phone 318-922-3401.
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St. Rita celebrates wedding anniversary Mass for couples
Rev. Craig Scott cel-

ebrated a special Wedding 
Anniversary Mass Sunday, 
Feb. 9 at 11 a.m. for all mar-
ried couples who celebrated 
significant anniversaries in 
2013.

Each couple will re-
ceive a Papal Blessing from 
the Vatican for their anni-
versary.

60 yEaRS oR MoRE.  Cou-
ples celebrating 60 years or 
more are Luke and Barbara 
Difulco, 61 years;  (Father 
Craig Scott); Joe and Con-
stance Nasello, 67 years; and 
Joseph and Shirley Brouillette, 
60 years.

40 yEaRS.  Couples celebrating 40 years of marriage in 2013 are Darrel 
and Cindy Campbell, Roy and Frankie Carver, Edwin and Nancy Hadley, 
and Danny and Terrie Coombs.  Not pictured is Joe and Jean Serio.

25 yEaRS.  Couples celebrating 25 years of marriage in 2013 are Vince 
and Ashley Meadows, and Tim and Theresa Brocato.

Class of ‘64 plan 
50-year reunion 
for Providence,
Menard alumni

Save the date and pass 
the word around that the Class 
of 1964 from Menard Memo-
rial High School and Providence 
Central Academy plan to get to-
gether on Saturday May 3 for 
their 50 year Reunion.

The day begins at 8 a.m. with 
a golf tournament at Alexandria 
Golf and Country Club. Mass 
will be celebrated at 4 p.m. at Our 
Lady of Prompt Succor Church 
in Alexandria, followed by a Cel-
ebration with Friends from 7 p.m. 
- 10 p.m. at the Alexandria Golf 
and Country Club.

Cost is $50 per person ($100 
a couple, and/or $50 per guest). 

To make reservations:
• Johnny Hesni at 318-792-3476  
or at jhesni@noles-frye.com
• Mickey DeKeyzer at 318-487-
0306 or mickey.dekeyzer@
gmail.com
• or go to 
www.providencemenard.org
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 by Jeannie Petrus, editor
Compiled from various reports

It seems that the theologi-
cal themes depicted in Darren 
Aronofsky’s upcoming film 
Noah, has some critics concerned 
that maybe Hollywood went too 
far in re-creating the familiar bi-
ble story for the Big Screen.

So much to the extent that a 
30-minute film, Noah: the Last 
Days, by evangelist Ray Com-
fort, was produced in protest 
of the $125 million Hollywood 
movie . Noah, which stars Russell 
Crowe, Jennifer Connelly, Emma 
Watson and Anthony Hopkins, 
opens March 28.  Noah: the Last 
Days will be released on the same 
day (March 28) on YouTube and 
DVD.

In addition, Hollywood’s 
Paramount Pictures has decided 
to add an “explanatory message” 
to future marketing materials let-
ting prospective viewers know 
that “artistic license has been 
taken.”

A recent panel moderated by 
National Religious Broadcast-
ers CEO Jerry Johnson included 
Hollywood filmmaker and media 
consultant Phil Cooke and John 
Snowden, who was a biblical ad-
viser for the “Noah” film.

All three acknowledged that 
there has been contention over the 
film and expressed varying levels 
of support for the motion picture. 

“[The ‘Noah’ team was] ada-
mant that a biblical consultant 

come in,” Snowden said. “They 
always wanted to honor what 
they were reading in the text, so 
they never … had an agenda to 
mock anything. They were actu-
ally very proactive … the fact that 
they literally built the ark to spec 
is notable.”

Cooke admitted there are 
some questionable elements in 
the film – tidbits and pieces of 
the storyline that some Christians 
might see as extra-biblical.

“One thing you’ll find in this 

film, certainly the Noah story is 
very short … you have to figure 
out what happened to the boat … 
they do fill in stuff,” said Cooke.

Johnson noted that environ-
mental sin is a theme that might 
be a turn-off to some.

“Noah’s character is conflict-
ed about whether or not human 
beings should survive,” he added. 
“I think he borders on looking 
crazy and it’s hard to match that 
to the Genesis text … I just think 
it’s overdone.”

Rather than lambaste the 
film, Johnson said that “Noah” 
should serve as an opportunity 
for Christians to share their faith.

“Why don’t we turn it into 
something evangelistic?” he 
asked.

The general sentiment from 
the panel was that it would be wise 
for Paramount to put a disclaimer 
before the film that denotes that 
“Noah” was inspired by the story, 
but that it does not stick strictly to 
the biblical account.

Hollywood version, starring Russell Crowe, criticized for its ‘liberal interpretation’

Two movies titled ‘noah’ to be released March 28

“My intent . . . was to 
make sure everyone who 
sees this impactful film 
knows this is an imaginative 
interpretation of scripture, 
and not literal.” -- Dr. Jerry 
A. Johnson, CEO of Nation-
al Religious Broadcasters

hollyWood VERSIon oF noah. Oscar-winning actor Russell Crowe has urged Pope Francis to watch his biblical 
epic “Noah,” but Christian evangelist and award-winning filmmaker Ray Comfort says the “sensational” film cannot be 
called a “biblical adventure.” Comfort has produced his own version of “Noah.”  The $125 million Hollywood version 
will be released in theatres March 28, the same day that Comfort will release his 30-minute film on YouTube and DVD.

Johnson explained his deci-
sion to push for such language:

“Because of the quality of the 
production and acting, viewers 
will enjoy watching main themes 
from the Noah story depicted in a 
powerful way on the big screen,” 
Johnson said in the statement. 
“However, my intent in reaching 
out to Paramount with this request 
was to make sure everyone who 
sees this impactful film knows 
this is an imaginative interpreta-
tion of scripture, and not literal.”

As a result, the trailer, the 
movie’s official website and all 
print and radio spots, among other 
advertisements, will contain the 
following caveat:

“The film is inspired by the 
story of Noah. While artistic li-
cense has been taken, we believe 
that this film is true to the es-
sence, values, and integrity of a 
story that is a cornerstone of faith 
for millions of people worldwide. 
The biblical story of Noah can be 
found in the book of Genesis.”

Let us help your family 
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MOVIE 
REVIEW

By John Mulderig
Catholic News Service
 
NEW YORK (CNS) -- As the 

first wide-release film in nearly 
50 years to focus on the life of 
Jesus as a whole, “Son of God” 
(Fox) represents an epochal event 
for believing moviegoers.

Though not the most power-
ful mass media treatment of its 
subject -- that accolade continues 
to belong to Franco Zeffirelli’s 
1977 television miniseries “Jesus 
of Nazareth” -- director Christo-
pher Spencer’s reverent but un-
even screen version of the Gospel 
story ranks as a worthy revival of 
the Hollywood biblical epic.

The screenwriters, led by Nic 
Young, find an efficient entree 
into their narrative by entrusting 
it to an aged St. John the Evan-
gelist (Sebastian Knapp) during 
his exile on the island of Patmos. 
This is theologically helpful be-
cause the opening lines of the 
Beloved Disciple’s Gospel, as 
recited here, describe the Incarna-
tion, a mystery without which all 
that follows could easily be mis-
construed.

Early scenes leading up to 
and including the Nativity will 
remind at least some viewers that 
“Son of God” is an outgrowth 
of last year’s highly successful 
miniseries on the History cable 
channel series, “The Bible.” The 
new footage that follows is at its 
best in its portrayal of the events 
that culminated in the crucifixion 
of Jesus (Diogo Morgado).

Thus Judas (Joe Wredden), 

Caiaphas the high priest (Adrian 
Schiller) and Pontius Pilate (Greg 
Hicks) are all assigned believable 
motives, while Morgado succeeds 
in blending messianic vision with 
very human pain in a thoroughly 
compelling way -- one that ac-
cords, moreover, with the scrip-
tural account.

Catholic viewers will also 
appreciate the unqualified ac-
knowledgement of St. Peter (Dar-

win Shaw) as the leader of the 
Apostles as well as scenes high-
lighting Mary’s (Roma Downey) 
closeness to her son. And, though 
the portrayal of the Last Supper 
seems somewhat noncommittal 
as to the meaning of the Eucha-
rist, a rough-and-ready celebra-
tion of the sacrament is shown 
to be the chosen moment for the 
Lord’s first post-Resurrection ap-
pearance to the Twelve.

As for the ministry and 
preaching that precede the Pas-
sion -- during which Jesus draws 
the disapproving attention of 
Simon the Pharisee (Paul Marc 
Davis) -- there are moments that 
range from the moving to the 
awkward.

Morgado brings the requisite 
gravity to bear in announcing that 
the passage from the Prophet Isa-
iah he has just read aloud in Naz-

areth’s synagogue has now been 
fulfilled. But the story of Lazarus’ 
death and revivification is trun-
cated -- and drained of much of 
its impact -- by the absence of any 
hint of Jesus’ previous friendship 
with him and with his mourning 
sisters.

Despite such shortcomings, 
as produced by Downey, Mark 
Burnett and Richard Bedser, 
Spencer’s picture offers some 
solid catechesis and an easy in-
troduction to the Lord’s earthly 
biography. That’s all the more 
valuable given the erosion in reli-
gious literacy our society has ex-
perienced since the appearance of 
“Son of God’s” most recent -- yet 
far distant -- predecessor, George 
Stevens’ 1965 Gospel drama 
“The Greatest Story Ever Told.”

In that context, and despite 
its unflinching treatment of the 
Redeemer’s sufferings, “Son of 
God” is probably acceptable for 
older teens.

The film contains strong gory 
violence. The Catholic News 
Service classification is A-III -- 
adults. The Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America rating is PG-
13 -- parents strongly cautioned. 
Some material may be inappro-
priate for children under 13.

‘Son oF God’. Diogo Morgado stars in a scene from the movie “Son of God.” The movie which is an outgrowth of 
last hear’s highly successful TV mini-series on the History Channel,  tells the story of Jesus from his birth, death, resur-
rection, and touches on the growth  of the Church after his resurrection.  Son is God is currently playing in theatres 
nation-wide.(CNS photo/Fox)

Son of God is a ‘must see’ for adults, teens, and families during Lent
Life, death, and resurrection of Jesus comes to big Screen

Alexandria Business Machines

5527 Coliseum Blvd.
Alexandria, LA 71303-3708
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Cost Management for your Business

SAVE up to 40% with

318-443-0435
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BRIEFS

St. Mary’s 5K Challenge

St. Mary’s Residential Training School will host its 
8th Annual 5K Challenge on March 29 in downtown Al-
exandria. Race Time begins at 8:30 a.m. Register online 
at https://www.facebook.com/St.Marys5KChallenge. Cost 
is $30 for individuals (pre-register) or $32 on day of race; 
and $25 for a team (pre-register) or $27 on day of race.

If you are unable to attend, your monetary dona-
tion would make a profound difference by continuing the 
passion of St. Mary’s where we “meet severe challenges 
with profound love.” If you would like to make more of a 
personal impact, we encourage you to sponsor one of our 
residents as they embark on this challenge. For $200, they 
will wear not only a smile but also a sign in your honor. 
Make your gift online or mail gifts to: St. Mary’s Residen-
tial Training School; Attn: St. Mary’s 5K Challenge; P.O. 
Drawer 7768; Alexandria, LA 71306

St. Mary’s Sportsman’s basket raffle 

St. Mary’s Residential Training Facility will sponsor a 
raffle to win a Sportsman’s Basket valued at $1,500. Tick-
ets are $5 each or 5 tickets for $20). 

The prize includes Bayou Rapides fiberglass “Crit-
ter Getters” 14 foot Pirogue ($650 value); Henry “Golden 
Boy” H004 22 long rifle ($550 value); 45 quart Yeti cooler 
($300 value); Custom Fishing Rod by Pat Dion; Rat-L-
Trap Fishing Lures; Browning coat; ThermaCell Mosquito 
Repellent Outdoor Lantern; Primos Hunting DPS Camera; 

Haydel’s Deer Grunt; Scent Killer; Buck Bomb.
As you can see, the items in this “basket” are valued 

at over $1,500. So, for any of you who hunt or fish or 
just enjoy the outdoors (or know someone who does), this 
could be an awesome buy for $5! The drawing will be 
held March 29 during the 5K Challenge.

To purchase a ticket, contact Rhonda Burnaman at 
(318) 445-6443 ext 2102 or e-mail at Rhonda.Burna-
man@stmarys-rts.org.

beginning experience

Widowed, separated or divorced? Don’t know where 
to turn? Struggling with grief or loss? Beginning Experi-
ence, to be held March 21-23 at Maryhill Retreat Center, 
helps grieving single-again persons emerge from the dark-
ness of grief into the light of a new beginning, and move 
into the future with renewed hope.  Cost is $185, which 
includes two nights’ lodging and meals.  For more info, 
call Anna at (318) 452-2678 or Rose at (504) 920-0770.

Willwood’s Married Couples Retreat
 
St. Joseph Abbey, Covington. Would you like to break 

away with your spouse and spend quality time enriching 
your marriage? Then join us on our upcoming Married 
Couples Retreat at the St. Joseph Abbey’ s Christian Life 
Center in Covington, La. The theme for the retreat is 
“Joy” and it will begin on Saturday at 9 a.m. and will end 
on Sunday at 1 p.m. If you have any questions or would 
like to learn more about the Faith & Marriage ministry of 
the Willwood’s Community call (504) 830-3716 or visit 
www.faithandmarriage.org

abbey youth Fest 

The 2014 Abbey Youth Fest will be held March 22 at 
St. Joseph Abbey and Seminary College in St. Benedict, 
La. The Abbey Youth Festival is an apostolic service of 
Saint Joseph designed to provide young people with an 
opportunity to experience a day of prayer and faith for-
mation with an exposure to the Benedictine tradition. Its 
focus is evangelization and vocational discernment by 
means of Liturgy, prayer, worship, music and education 
appropriate for Catholic young people. The cost is $35. To 
register, go to abbeyyouthfest.com

Training for ‘Start a heart’ Cenla
 
Hands Over Hearts, a consortium of healthcare or-

ganizations in Central Louisiana (including Christus 
St. Frances Cabrini Hospital), will present free training 
classes for ‘Start a Heart Cenla’, on Saturday, April 5 at 
the Alexandria Riverfront Center. Training sessions will 
be 2 hours in length and begin at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Par-
ticipants will be taught ‘hands only’ CPR for adults, con-
ventional CPR for children and infants, how to relieve 
choking in both adults and infants, how to use an AED, 
and how to recognize the signs of a stroke. Participants 
and volunteers can register  at www.startaheartcenla.org 
or by phone at 877-477-7637. 

‘Waiting for Eli’ author to speak

Chad Judice, author of “Waiting for Eli” and “Eli’s 
Reach”, will be speaking at St. Martin Catholic Church in 
Lecompte on Monday, April 7 at 6:30 p.m. The event is 
free and open to all denominations. Mr. Judice will share 
the story of his son, Eli, born with spina bifida. This story 
of faith, hope, and the power of prayer has a strong pro-
life, pro-love message. Books will be available for pur-
chase and signing following his hour-long presentation. 
For more information, please contact Donna Robinson at 
318-613-1719.

VIRTUS
• March 27 (Thursday) -- St. 
Joseph Catholic Center, 6 p.m. 
   To pre-register, go to virtus.
org, and click on Registration 
(on left side of screen) 
   For more information, call 
318-445-6424 x 213.

ST. loUIS ChURCh, Glenmora ERECTS STaTUE oF oUR 
lady oF PRoMPT SUCCoR.  Father Binochan “Bino” Pal-
lipparambil, pastor of St. Louisia Church in Glenmora, recently 
blessed a statue of Our Lady of Prompt Succor which was 
placed in the church yard by the Rosary Society.  Pictured 
are Mark Reitzel, Alma Reitzel, Keith Boone, Rita Westbrook, 
Donna Boone, Laurel McNicoll, Dale Daly, Julia Tweedle, and 
Father Bino.

KC CoUnCIl #1134 donaTE CoaTS To ChIldREn.  Mem-
bers of the Bishop Charles P. Geco Council #1134 Knights of 
Columbus, recently purchased two cases of girls and boys coats 
to donate to children this winter.  The coats came in time to help 
the children through the snow and ice storms that recently hit 
Central Louisiana.  The coats were delivered to Sister Nell Mur-
ray for distribution by Tony L. “Bo” Vets II, Grand Knight; and Lar-
ry Robin and his wife Marguerite, church director of the council.
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March - april
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Chad Judice, author 
“Waiting for Eli”
6:30 p.m.
St. Martin Church, 
Lecompte

Funeral Mass for
Msgr. Roland Bordelon
11:00 a.m.
St. Peter Church, 
Bordelonville

lenten Missions:
• 5:30 p.m., Bible Study, SFX 
Cathedral, Alexandria
• 6:00 p.m., Lenten Reflections
St. Anthony of Padua, Bunkie
• 6:30 p.m., Adult Faith Series
St. Joseph, Marksville

lenten Missions:
• 5:30 p.m., Bible Study, SFX 
Cathedral, Alexandria
• 6:00 p.m., Lenten Reflections
St. Anthony of Padua, Bunkie
• 6:30 p.m., Adult Faith Series
St. Joseph, Marksville

lenten Missions:
• 6:00 p.m., Lenten Reflections
St. Anthony of Padua, Bunkie
• 6:30 p.m., Adult Faith Series
St. Joseph, Marksville

lenten Missions:
• 6:30 p.m., Adult Faith Series
St. Joseph, Marksville

PEnanCE Service
6:30 p.m. OLPS, Alexandria

lenten Missions:
• 6:00 p.m., Scripture Study,
St. Frances Cabrini, Alexandria

PEnanCE Service
6:30 p.m. St. Rita, Alexandria

lenten Missions:
• 6:00 p.m., Scripture Study,
St. Frances Cabrini, Alexandria

lenten Missions:
• 6:00 p.m., Scripture Study,
St. Frances Cabrini, Alexandria

St. Mary’s 
Residential Training 
5K Challenge
8:30 a.m.
Downtown Alexandria

Stand for Life
1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
Alexandria

Start A Heart
8:00 a.m.-12 noon
Alexandria Riverfront 
Center

Magnificat Brunch
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
St. Mary’s Assumption 
Church Hall, Cottonport

4th Sunday of Lent

PRay FoR FR. C. MoRGan

praY fOr fr. C. OGbOnna

PRay FoR FR. T. PaUl

PRay FoR FR. J. Roy

PRay FoR FR. C. nayaK

praY fOr biSHOp r. HerzOG

PRay FoR FR. G. PooKKaTTU

PRay FoR FR. J. Ryan

PRay FoR FR. J. nEllIKUnnEl

PRay FoR FR. R. oWUaManaM

praY fOr fr. r. rabaLaiS

PRay FoR FR. C. SCoTT

PRay FoR FR. M. noEl

praY fOr fr. b. paLLipparaMbiL

PRay FoR FR. C. Ray

PRay FoR FR. R. ShoURy

praY fOr fr. K. ObieKwe

PRay FoR FR. J. PallIPURaTh

praY fOr fr. J. retnaziHaMOni

praY fOr fr. p. Sierra-pOSada

praY fOr fr. J. O’brien

PRay FoR FR. J. PaRdUE

praY fOr fr. J. rObLeS-SanCHez

PRay FoR FR. l. SKlaR

PRay FoR FR. C. PaRTaIn

praY fOr fr. e. rOdriGuez-Hernandez

PRay FoR FR. S. SoaRES

APRIL

FIRST SATURDAY

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

PRay FoR FR. d. o’ConnoR

FIRST FRIDAY

5th Sunday of Lent

6th Sunday of Lent

Chrism Mass
11:00 a.m.
St. Francis Xavier 
Catherdral, Alexandria

St. Kateri 
Conference Center 
Open House
11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

lenten Missions:
• 6:00 p.m., Scripture Study,
St. Frances Cabrini, Alexandria

VIRTUS Training
6:00 p.m. 
St. Joseph Catholic Center, 
Alexandria
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lenten Missions:
• 5:30 p.m., Bible Study, SFX 
Cathedral, Alexandria
• 6:30 p.m., Adult Faith Series
St. Joseph, Marksville

lenten Missions:
• 6:00 p.m., Scripture Study,
St. Frances Cabrini, Alexandria

Abbey Youth Fest
Covington, LA

3rd Sunday of Lent

PRay FoR FR. R. MaThEWS PRay FoR FR. C. MaURICIo PRay FoR FR. l. MElChER PRay FoR FR. a. MESSIna PRay FoR FR. J. MIChalChUK PRay FoR FR. K. MIChIElS praY fOr fr. b. MiLLer

SOLEMNITY of ST. 
JOSEPH, SPOUSE

FEAST of ST. PATRICK, 
BISHOP beginning experience -- Maryhill renewal Center

radio Maria, Mariathon -- call 1-888-408-0201 to support radio Maria

HOLY SATURDAYGOOD FRIDAYHOLY THURSDAY EASTER SUNDAY

willwood Married Couples retreat -- Covington

Young adult Conference -- Maryhill renewal Center

diocesan bible Conference -- alexandria

Holy week -- end of Lent  |-------------------------eaSter triduum-----------------------|-----------------eaSter-------------

PALM SUNDAY






